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Department of Posts, 
Postal Headquarters, 

D.R. Wijewardena Mawatha, 
Colombo 01000. 


The Philatelic Bureau of the Department of Posts will issue 
a new Postage Stamp in the denomination of Rs. 5.00 on 23rd 
April, 2009, to commemorate the Tricentenary of the 
Leprosy Hospital Hendala, Sri Lanka. 


The English word LEPROSY is derived from the Greek 
LEPROS (indicating a scaly disorder of the skin) and the Latin 
LEPRA. 


From time immemorial it was believed that leprosy was 
contagious. This disease is anecdotally mentioned in the 
Mahawamsa, the 6th century CE (AD) Pali chronicle of Sri 
lanka, the Bible etc. Before 1700 CE leprosy was seldom 
observed in the inland and hill districts of Ceylon. In 1685 the 
Dutch Political Council in Ceylon noted that the disease was 
spreading among women married to Portuguese and their 
children, and could spread to Dutch nationals who were 
relatively free from leprosy. Around 1691 special Dutch 
commissioners recommended that afflicted persons should be 
housed outside the city of Colombo. The council requested 
the Dutch Government in Batavia (in Indonesia) to construct 
an asylum in Ceylon, and; that affected persons be prohibited 
to be on public roads or in public company; that the sale of 
*pittoo' and ‘appa’ in public be prohibited; and, that those 
who contravened this order be banished to Tuticorin in India, 
and not be permitted to return. Dutch surgeon Siebertsz 
contracted the disease in 1694, and was housed in special 
quarters in the Leprosy Asylum after it was established in 
1708. The hospital is located on the South bank of the Kelani 
River (near its outlet), 5 km North of Colombo. The ground 
plan of the hospital was published in the Edinburgh Medical 
and Surgical Journal in 1842. 


Dr. John Davy (the British inspector General of Hospitals) 
stated: "In Ceylon, I witnessed the disease in 1816". At that 
time there were 32 patients in the only Leprosy Hospital, of 
which he later became the Superintendent. From 1802 to 
1862, 272 patients were admitted to this asylum; 127 ofthem 
died, and 97 were discharged or absconded. In 1924 there were 
489 patients at this hospital. 


Around 1867 a special committee ofthe Royal College of 
Physicians (RCP) of London gathered information from many 
countriesregarding leprosy. Thereplies from several countries 
including Ceylon negated the view that leprosy was contagious, 
though the oldest Leprosy Asylum existed in Ceylon from 
1708. The final judgement of the RCP Leprosy Committee 
was that there were no ground for compulsory segregation of 
lepers. In 1884, Dr. V. Carter of Grant Medical College, 
Bombay stated thata system of segregation had been successful 
in arresting the prevalence of leprosy in Norway: that there 
should be leper colonies ; and that the sexes should be kept 
apart. Discovery of the leprosy bacillus by Dr. Armauer 
Hansen of the leprosy establishment in Bergen, Norway, 
under the microscope, in 1874 confirmed this. Fortuitously, 
the British Government in Ceylon did not shut down the 
leprosy hospital. 


Since1901 theGovernment of Ceylon has passed legislative 
enactments, and issued lepers ordinances, for prevention and 
the care of leprosy sufferers. 


Leprosy is totally curable. The need for segregation no 
longer exists, but the patients who are in this hospital have had 
neither kith nor kin, no home or haven beyond, during these 
many decades. The 58 inmates have opted to live and die there 
and are cared for by the hospital staff and Ministry of Health. 
Some patients are gainfully employed in the hospital, as 
laundrymen. 


Details of the Issue 


Date of Issue : 23rd April, 2009 


Denomination : Rs. 5.00 

Designer : Pulasthi Ediriweera 
Stamp Size : 4] mm. x 30 mm. 
Format : Horizontal 
Printing Process : Offset Lithography 


Sheet Composition 100 stamps per sheet 


Perforations 13 1/2 x 14 (abnormal perforation with 
normal perforations) 

Printers : Department of Government Printing, 
Sri Lanka 

Colours : 4 Process Colours 

Paper : 102 gsm. Security Stamp Paper 

Gum : PYA 

Quantity Printed  : 500,000 

Last date of sale : 22.04.2010 
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